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how to: find a graphic design job

2

find your niche

niche
Finding work that will pay the bills re-
quires a bit of critical thinking about 
your skills, a look around to see what 
in your area will pay the bills and what 
kinds of work gives you a thrill.

Portfolio Workshop EDU295 - EDU495: Week 1

Finding Your Niche: Thrills-Skills-Bills

niche:

Finding work that will pay the 
bills requires a bit of critical 
thinking about your skills, a 
look around to see what in your 
area will pay the bills and what 
kinds of work gives you a thrill.
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niche example
For the sake of example, below is an ex-
ample of how one might discover their 
professional niche.

See how simple and easy it is to deter-
mine what to do with your life?

excellence

stab
ili
ty

in
te

grit
y

have the skills

what a thrill

pays the bills

action fi
gure 

packaging

action figures are 
your passion; you know 
every small subtlety of 

the action figure 
subculture and market

you make some of the 
best packaging comps of 
your designer friends and 
you Know you are getting 

better
all the time

you live in Phoenix, the home of 
McFarlane Toys and a number of 

action figure 
industry “heavy-hitters”

Portfolio Workshop EDU295 - EDU495: Week 1

 



	 18

Portfolio Workshop EDU295 - EDU495: Week 1

Find Your Niche: Integrity (Thrills)

things I love to do 
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causes I care about
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Find Your Niche: Financial Stability (Bills)

PLACES I’d Like to Live
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES (Research)
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Find Your Niche: Excellence (Skills) 

things I’m good at in general	
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types of design I’m good at
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find your niche: thrills + skills + bills
Portfolio Workshop EDU295 - EDU495: Week 1

Finding Your Niche: Thrills-Skills-Bills #1
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find your niche: thrills + skills + bills
Portfolio Workshop EDU295 - EDU495: Week 1

Finding Your Niche: Thrills-Skills-Bills #2


